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DRUGGED DRIVING CRASHES

• Drugs can have many detrimental effects on a driver’s behavior. Some drugs like marijuana can slow
reaction times while stimulants like cocaine or methamphetamine can make a driver more aggressive
and reckless. Many prescription medications can cause drowsiness or dizziness.

• In 2019 there were 3,915 drugged driving crashes on Ohio’s roadways. Franklin (431), Hamilton (307),
and Cuyahoga (295) Counties accounted for more than one in four drugged driving crashes in the
state (1,033 or 26%).

• Fatal crashes illustrate the danger of drugged driving. Of the 1,041 fatal crashes that occurred in Ohio
in 2019, 369 or 35% had at least one driver or pedestrian test positive for an illegal or prescription
drug. Nineteen percent (19%) involved drugs alone while 16% involved both drugs and alcohol.

• The number of drugged driving crashes increased from 21% in 2018 to 35% last year. The two primary
reasons for the increase were 1) a revision to the OH-1 crash report that allows up to four drug results
for each person involved in a crash and 2) a more thorough process to supplement alcohol and drug
results for fatal crashes based on crime lab and coroner’s reports.

OSHP DRUGGED DRIVING CITATIONS
• In 2019, OSHP troopers cited 5,215 people suspected of driving under the influence of one or more

drugs. This included 1,386 citations for suspected marijuana impairment, 2,830 for an “other” drug
impairment and 999 for impairment involving both marijuana and at least one other drug.

All data is provisional as of 6/1/2020.

Drugged Driving

Map and Table: 
2019 Drugged Driving Crashes

OSHP 
District

Number of 
Crashes

District 1 300

District 2 195

District 3 670

District 4 325

District 5 489

District 6 704

District 7 269

District 8 735

District 9 228

Total 3,915
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