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Colonel’s Letter
O H I O  S TAT E  H I G H WAY  PAT R O L

Colonel Paul A. Pride
Superintendent

I recently told the commanders 2017 would be fast paced, and it has been! When I think about what we 
have accomplished so far this year and what we have planned through December, one theme comes to mind: 
we have to “stay in the gas!”

Last year was a great year to reflect on, especially with those who separated themselves from their peers 
and helped the Division accomplish our goals. Those individuals were recognized at this year’s Leadership 
Awards (see feature story, page 10). Look to them for examples of hard work and excellence. These are your 
peers who know how to shift it into gear, stand on the gas and never let up. Take some time to read the list 
of winners, their biographies and the work that made them worthy of recognition. They are true examples of 
leadership, dedication and sacrifice.

So far this year, we are making outstanding strides in accomplishing our goals for safer roads and safer 
communities. We continue to make more traffic stops, arrest more impaired drivers and seize more illegal 
drugs and weapons. The focus also remains to ensure motorists are buckling up, all in an effort to save lives.  
In 2017, we renewed our focus on projects that highlight local needs, and so far, we have seen remarkable 
success. PROTECT and TRIADD details (see story on page 8) are each designed with local needs and 
interagency collaboration in mind. Both are great examples of slowing down, looking beyond the plate and 
addressing problems head on. Our state has found itself in the midst of a drug abuse epidemic. While law 
enforcement is only one link in the chain, we will continue to do our part in getting drugs off our roadways 
and out of our communities. 

Your continued perseverance is vital to our mission. Every role is important. For some it means 
committing ourselves to a specific part of the process that keeps Ohio roads safer, like crash reconstruction, 
truck inspections or dispatching. For others it is about community engagement and education, like troopers 
who deliver effective messages at speaking engagements and Five Minutes for Life presentations. Whatever 
the role, it is about making a difference. 

The Ohio State Highway Patrol has a rich history of individuals who persevered in the face of adversity. 
To quote Henry Ford, “It has been my observation that most people get ahead during the time that others 
waste.” There is no doubt, your efforts are making a difference each and every day. 

As always, I’m honored to serve you as Colonel. We will find success in 2017, one traffic stop at a time… 
“stay in the gas!”
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As of December 21, 2016, wireless access points were 
deployed to all Patrol posts, eliminating the need for 
troopers to manually connect cruisers to hitching posts 
for dash camera video uploads. 

A proof of concept for the wireless project was 
conducted at two pilot posts in the fall of 2015 and 
confirmed successful in December. Funding was approved 
for the equipment to install wireless statewide at the 
opening of state fiscal year 2017. Equipment installations 
began September 5, 2016. All post wireless access point 
installations were completed by November 9, 2016, and 
all enforcement vehicle mobile computer terminals were 
migrated to the system by December 21, 2016.

Before the installation, surveys of parking areas were 
conducted and data was gathered to design and deliver 
a wireless solution that would meet each post’s coverage 
and capacity needs. Based on the information gathered, 
external mounting locations were identified and two to 
five access points were installed at each post. The access 
points are connected to the post’s network.

In the past, troopers manually connected network 
cables to the cruiser to initiate video uploads and 
disconnected the cable prior to leaving the post. The 
wireless system has allowed troopers to transfer video 
files from the vehicles to the post in a more efficient 
manner.

Wireless Access Points Added to Patrol Posts 

OSHP NEWS & EVENTS

Canine Graduation
Five canines graduated February 24 

from the Ohio State Highway Patrol 
Academy. The canines and their handlers 
trained together for 10 weeks to earn 
Police Service Dog certification by the 
Ohio Peace Officer Training Council. 
Each canine mastered narcotic detection 
as well as tracking and apprehension.

K9 Karo and K9 Max, the Patrol’s 
canines, were purchased with donations 
given by the Stanley family. K9 Roo, the 
Chillicothe Police Department's canine, 
was purchased by a 13-year-old from 
Chillicothe who started a non-profit 
to raise money for her community. K9 
Tina, the Riverside Police Department 
canine, was purchased with donations 
given from local businesses within the 
city of Riverside.

Ace and Criminal Patrol: Fourth quarter winners of Ace and Criminal Patrol awards were recognized on February 24 at the Academy. These troopers work diligently to 
look "beyond the plate" to remove drugs from Ohio communities and return stolen vehicles to their rightful owners.
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Retired Major Robert Dean 
Huffman, 86, of West Jefferson, 
passed away at his home on 
January 22, surrounded by his 
loved ones. Friends, family and 
coworkers paid their respects to 
Major Huffman and his family 
during a visitation on January 26. 

A ceremony to celebrate his life 
took place at the West Jefferson 
United Methodist Church on 
January 27. Pastor Ruth Pribe 
preceded over the ceremony, 
which included tributes from 
Colonel Paul Pride and an 
affirmation of life from Reverend 
Richard Ellsworth. Retired Major 
Huffman was laid to rest at 
Pleasant Hill Cemetery in West 
Jefferson. 

During his remarks, Colonel 
Pride described Major Huffman 
as a mentor to many in the Ohio 
State Highway Patrol. He led by 
example and gave service above 
self with distinction and honor 
for more than 45 years. Major 
Huffman left a legacy behind and 
it still lives strong today because 
of the values he held to standard. 

Colonel Pride then elaborated 
on Major Huffman’s leadership, 
including helping rescue nine 
hostages at the Ohio State 
Penitentiary riots. He also led a 
campaign in 1982 to give blood 

to the American Red Cross in 
response to the July 4th holiday 
needs. As a result 40 uniformed 
and civilian employees donated. He 
also became the agency coordinator 
for Operation Feed in 1983, a drive 
to collect canned food for food 
pantries in central Ohio. Retired 
Major Huffman made people a 
priority, on and off duty. 

Retired Major Huffman was a 
member of the 39th Ohio State 
Highway Patrol Academy Class 
in 1953. He was first assigned 
to the Greenville Post. In 1956 
he transferred to the Delaware 
Post. In 1963, he transferred to 
the Cincinnati Post. He served 
at Cincinnati and West Jefferson 
posts as a corporal and became 

sergeant in 1969. He assumed the 
command of the West Jefferson 
(previously London) Post in 1969 
as lieutenant. He was promoted 
and reassigned to the Bucyrus 
District where he remained from 
1970 to 1973 as an assistant 
commander. As a captain, he 
commanded the Findlay District 
from 1973 to 1975 and the 
Columbus District from 1975 to 
1982. He was promoted to major 
in 1982 and placed in charge of 
personnel operations. He retired 
from the Patrol in 1985.

In 1973, he graduated from 

the Southern Police Institute 
at the University of Louisville, 
where he was elected president 
of his class and student speaker 
at the graduation ceremony. He 
also graduated from the police 
executive development course at 
Pennsylvania State University. 
He earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree from Ohio Dominican 
College in 1981.

Retired Major Huffman served 
in the United States Army during 
the Korean Conflict. 

Following his retirement, he 
served as the Executive Director 
of the State Highway Patrol 
Retirement System until 1988. 
He worked part time at National 
Road Golf Course, delivered 
Meals on Wheels and was a 
member of the Good Samaritan 
Food Pantry in West Jefferson. 
He was a member of the United 
Methodist Church in West 
Jefferson, also serving as a trustee.

He is preceded in death by his 
parents, a brother, a son-in-law 
and his wife of 54 years, Phyllis 
Kathleen. He is survived by four 
children Jeff (Gayle) Huffman, 
Matt (Valarie) Huffman, Carol 
(Tim) Grice and Rita Huffman, 
nine grandchildren, 11 great-
grandchildren, and one special 
friend, Carol Sue Ames.

“I can’t thank his family and friends enough 
for allowing him to give so much to the Patrol. 
He helped not only keep our legacy intact, but 
shaped who we are today. Thank you for the 
support you gave him through the years. He will 
always be in our hearts and never forgotten.”
 – Colonel Paul Pride

Superintendent

In Memorium
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OSHP NEWS & EVENTS

By Lieutenant Rudy Zupanc and Julie Hinds
This year, the Ohio State Highway Patrol’s Drum and 

Bugle Corps will celebrate its 50th Anniversary. The all 
brass and percussion band started under Colonel Robert 
M. Chiaramonte and has played at most every colonel 
promotion, memorial and graduation ceremony since its 
inception. 

The 15 members of the Corps are ambassadors 
of the Patrol and extend beyond agency events. The 
Corps averages 10 performances a year including other 
community celebrations and memorial services such 
as the National Peace Officers’ Memorial, the Greater 
Cleveland Memorial, Waterville Community Concert, 
Orient Military Memorial, CanAm Games, Tuskegee 

Airmen Salute and the Ohio State Fair. 
Music adds a sense of ceremony and dignity at a 

graduation, mourning and remembrance at a funeral, and 
celebration and levity at a holiday gathering. The Corps 
practices and adapts its repertoire of music to promote 
the most optimal atmosphere at each function attended. 

As the Corps turns 50, the members of the Corps 
would like to extend an invitation for brass and 
percussion musicians to audition. Any uniformed 
personnel interested in joining the Corps should contact 
Lt. Rudy Zupanc. Anyone who is retired may also join 
the Corps with the Colonel’s approval. Members take 
great pride in the Patrol, their music, and the opportunity 
to act as an ambassador.

Drum & Bugle Corps Anniversary

By Sergeant Tiffiany Coriell and Julie Hinds
The Ohio State Highway Patrol Auxiliary took a night 

to celebrate 75 years of service on Saturday, February 
24. Auxiliary members and sworn Patrol personnel from 
past and present attended the event at the Nationwide 
Hotel and Conference Center in Delaware County. The 
American Legion and Buckeye Boys State extended 
their gratitude to Lieutenant Colonel George Williams 
and Director John Born, who both gave remarks. 

The Auxiliary was established by Colonel Lynn Black 
when commissioned patrolmen began leaving home to 
serve during World War II. Members of the American 
Legion formed the OSHP Auxiliary, which allowed 
many patrol posts to stay open to handle office duties 
24-hours a day. 

Since 1942, Auxiliary members have played a vital role 
in creating the Patrol’s rich and storied legacy. Auxiliary 
members have assisted troopers at crash scenes, provided 

traffic control disaster relief and performed special detail 
support. Over the last three years alone, auxiliary officers 
have volunteered more than 48,000 hours to the Patrol’s 
mission and the citizens of Ohio. In their 75-year history, 
they have logged more than one million hours.

The night of celebration was rich in history and 
showed great signs for the future. One person 
representing both the past and the future of the 
Auxiliary, Auxiliary Major Lois J. Lust, was recently 
honored as the first female to win State Auxiliary Officer 
of the Year. She joined the Auxiliary in 1995 and last 
year volunteered 947 hours. She followed in the footsteps 
of her father, Auxiliary Captain Charles Lust. He was a 
member of the Auxiliary from 1965 until he passed away 
in 1996, and in 1989 he was awarded the State Auxiliary 
Officer of the Year Award. Together, they are the only 
family members to win the statewide recognition.

Despite changes over the years, one thing has 

Patrol Auxiliary Celebrates
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By Brittany Cardwell, RDN, LD
In the last issue of the Flying 

Wheel, I discussed creating SMART 
– specific, measurable, attainable, 
relevant and timely – goals. I 
hope you find yourself making 
positive strides towards your 2017 
resolution(s). If, however, your 
nutrition goals have faded into the 
routine of life, I challenge you to 
ponder the question: am I putting 
my best fork forward?

March is National Nutrition 
Month® (NNM), and this year’s 
theme encourages you to “Put 
Your Best Fork Forward.” The 
slogan may remind you of the 
phrase, “put your best foot forward,” 
which is commonly understood 
as presenting yourself in a way to 
create a good impression. “Put 
Your Best Fork Forward” can be 
interpreted in a similar manner. 
Making healthier food choices 
requires implementing small 
changes on a daily basis (or 
building on the change described 
in your SMART goal), to create a 
positive impression on your health 

now and in the future. Each one of 
us holds the tool to make healthier 
food choices. 

Making healthier food choices 
starts with evaluating your 
daily food selections and eating 
behaviors. This allows you to 
consider which ones contribute 
to improving your health and 
well-being and which ones hinder 
you from putting your best fork 
forward. Everything you eat and 
drink matters. 

It is important to include a 
variety of foods in your diet in 
order to nourish yourself with an 
appropriate amount of energy to 
meet your nutrient needs. As the 
NNM banner depicts through 
the images, variety encompasses 
food from all food groups- fruits, 
such as berries; whole grains, such 
as wild rice; lean protein, such a 
chicken; low-fat dairy, such as 
low-fat cheese; healthy fats, such as 
avocado; and a colorful assortment 
of vegetables, like bell peppers.

For most of us, it is important 
to include all of these food groups 

in our diet, however, there is no 
“one-size-fits-all” approach when it 
comes to nutrition. 

With the plethora of nutrition 
information available, it is 
important that you focus on 
what healthy food choices are 
appropriate for you and your needs. 
Getting your nutrition information 
from reliable, scientifically-backed 
resources is important to ensure 
you “Put Your Best Fork Forward.”

For reliable nutrition information 
or additional information on 
National Nutrition Month®, please 
visit www.eatright.org or contact 
me at bcardwell@dps.ohio.gov.

'Put Your Best Fork Forward'

75 Years of Dedicated Service
remained the same – the goal of the Auxiliary, which is to 
“support the Ohio State Highway Patrol in accomplishing 
the Patrol’s missions, goals and objectives.” The Patrol’s 
success has been linked to ordinary men and women 
working together to achieve extraordinary results. It is 
evident the Patrol's greatest strength today and throughout 
history has always been the commitment and dedication of 
our troopers, professional staff and auxiliary members.
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FEATURE 
PROGRAM

OSHP NEWS & EVENTS

By Sergeant Tiffiany Coriell and Julie Hinds
To save lives on roadways across Ohio, a concentrated 

effort was implemented this year to deter aggressive 
and dangerous driving through collaborated target 
enforcement and public awareness.

T.R.I.A.D.D., which stands for targeting reckless, 
intimidating, aggressive and distracted drivers, began on 
February 1. The initiative focuses on driving behaviors 
in metropolitan areas with high volumes of traffic. These 
areas are often congested, where traditional enforcement 
tactics can be more challenging. 

The objective of T.R.I.A.D.D. is a reduction in 
urban area traffic crashes by targeting enforcement and 
collaborating with local law enforcement partners, the 
media and the Patrol’s Aviation section. Commanders 
will allocate resources according to crash and crime data. 
From there, they will create operational plans that target 
crash-causing violations. 

The T.R.I.A.D.D. enforcement periods take place at 
designated locations for three hour blocks – either 6 to 9 
a.m. or 3 to 6 p.m. – for three months. During those times, 
units on the ground and in the air work targeted areas.  

In February, troopers from the Columbus Metro Post 
partnered with the Columbus Police Department for 
Operation T.R.I.A.D.D. Columbus Metro Post Sergeant 
Steven Mahl saw remarkable progress during the 
program’s roll-out in Columbus.

“We have not experienced a crash within our active 
zones during the time frame of T.R.I.A.D.D.,” he said. 
“We have noticed slower speeds within in the zones and 
will continue to monitor for aggressive violations.”

Mahl also said reports of reckless drivers have reduced 
during T.R.I.A.D.D. Over the last several years, incidents 
of highway crashes involving reckless, intimidating, and 
aggressive driving behaviors have continued to affect 
lives nationwide. According to the AAA Foundation for 
Traffic Safety, aggressive driving accounts for more than 
half of all traffic fatalities. Traffic deaths rose 13 percent 
during 2015 and 2016 combined.

T.R.I.A.D.D. will be a vital part of the Patrol’s 
approach to traffic safety in 2017, and it has great 
potential to save lives. This is yet another example of 
success thanks to our troopers’ dedication and our great 
partnerships with local law enforcement across the state. 

Operation T.R.I.A.D.D., targeting 
reckless, intimidating, aggressive 
and distracted drivers
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At 5 a.m. on Interstate 275 in Cincinnati near the Mil-
ford exit, I saw a trooper off to the side with his lights on. 
What I didn't expect to see was him taking the time to 
pick up an American flag on the side of the road and roll 
it up properly. I want to commend that trooper. He could 
have ignored it or even just put it in his cruiser and went 
on. He didn't. He took the time to do what was right even 
when no one would have even noticed. I don't know who 
the trooper is, but he is a great example of a good trooper. 
A trooper that would do right even when no one is really 
looking. Just thought you all should know about this great 
trooper. Thank you for all you do!
After receiving this on Facebook, the Public Affairs Unit 
contacted Lt. Wayne Price of the Batavia Post. Lt. Price found 
that it was Trooper Alex Pater, of the Cincinnati Metro Post. 

• • •
Today, I drove from Chicago to Columbus to visit my 
son who attends Ohio State University. I make this trip 
frequently, driving nearly 6 hours through Illinois, Indiana 
and Ohio. I would like to say that I feel the safest on 
Interstate 70 in Ohio than on any other road. Thank you 
Ohio State Highway Patrol for enforcing the speed limit 
and for being a VISIBLE PRESENCE! Also, the lights 
on top of your cars are by far the prettiest I've ever seen. 

• • •
Thanks for the escort to welcome home the 204th Engi-
neer Detachment. You all do a great job.

• • •
I'd really like to thank Lt. David Dillon for a huge act of 
kindness. I was traveling alone from Dayton to Hinckley 
last night and blew a tire north of Columbus. I was able 
to pull over to a Pilot station and I started changing my 
tire when he walked up – off duty – to help me out. I can 
change tires, but I had no idea how I was going to be 
able to lift either the spare or the flat on my own, because 
they're very heavy. So many, many thanks! I try to live my 
life by helping others out when they need, but I'm going 
to make it a conscious effort to pay this forward to some-
one in need. Thanks for all you guys do for us.

• • •
I hope you can post this on your page and find Sgt. Sean 
Carpenter out of Crawford County. I got pulled over last 
night by him on my way home from work for speeding, 
having no license and a list of other things wrong with the 
car. I just want to apologize to him, because I let my emo-
tions get the best of me and talked very harshly to that 
man, and he was VERY respectful throughout the whole 
process. Regarding to my actions towards him, I was just 
upset due to "LIFE" and just trying to survive, and I took 

it out on him. He really tried to work with me on not hav-
ing my car towed, my list of problems just grew and grew, 
and put him in a position where he had no choice but to 
tow it. I know it's not his fault. I put myself in that situa-
tion and he didn't deserve the straight disrespect I showed 
him. I was just trying to make it until I get my income 
tax and my license squared away. Nonetheless, I showed 
poor character and I feel like a (jerk). He really deserves a 
medal for how calm and professional he was towards me. 
When I finally got home, I realized how dumb I sounded 
and he was an alright guy. He was a normal guy just like 
me and he had to do his job. He even talked about his 
kids and him having tattoos too. Man I can't believe I 
acted like that. Please try to let him see this.

• • •
I thought OSHP did very well today helping out with the 
West Liberty Salem school shooting. As a parent of two 
students who attend that school, thank you.

• • •

Saw this today on my way home from Costco in Perrys-
burg, Ohio. The trooper coming to the aid of a motorist 
in need was at the northeast exit ramp of State Route 25. 
The motorist was able to get going again thanks to the 
jump start given from the trooper. My hat is off to you, sir! 
May you, and all of your "Blue Line" family stay safe!

• • •
I had an accident today. I was following the speed limit, 
but due to the fog, I was unable to see the road to the best 
of my ability. So when I hit a 90-degree turn in the road, I 
tried to slow down to make the turn, but my breaks locked 
up and I slid on the wet gravel right off the road and into 
the Lewistown sign. I panicked a bit, got out of the ditch 
and called 911. While waiting for someone to take a report 
and cite me, I took pictures of the accident scene. In a mat-
ter of minutes after placing my call, a trooper had stopped 
by and made his report. I didn't get the trooper's name, 
because I was too shook up to ask or to really look. He was 
very polite and one of the most positive officers I have met. 
He looked under the hood to make sure I was able to drive 
off. I am so blessed with how well he handled things. Bless 
the state troopers. I'm very thankful for you all.

A collection of messages received through mail and social media
Thank Yous
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By Julie Hinds
Trooper Juan “Ray” Santiago, 

of the Elyria Post, was honored 
with the distinction of the 
2016 State Trooper of the Year. 
Colonel Paul Pride presented 
Santiago with the award during 
the annual Leadership Awards 
Ceremony, which recognized 
dozens of district and statewide 
winners for their contributions to 
the division. 

Highly respected by his 
peers and supervisors, Trooper 
Santiago leads by example as a 
field training officer and strives 
to build a cohesive team at 
the Elyria Post. He takes on a 
leadership role in mentoring 
young troopers to help them 
achieve their goals. He leads 
the post in criminal patrol 

misdemeanors as well as felony 
arrests. 

Trooper Santiago served the 
Patrol in high profile details in 
2016, such as the Republican 
National Convention in July. In 
each situation, his attitude was 
optimistic and encouraging, and 
he reflected a positive image of 
the division.

Trooper Santiago takes great 
pride in his role of trooper, both 
on and off duty. He enriches his 
community through his active 
role in Operation Open Heart, a 
non-profit organization started 
in 1962 by former Trooper David 
Harper. Operation Open Heart 
facilitates support and mentorship 
by law enforcement and public 
services of boys, ages 6 – 17, 
receiving services through Lorain 

County Children Services. He 
is also active in his church and 
participates with the Boys and 
Girls Club of Lorain County. 

He joined the Patrol as part 
of the 150th Academy Class 
in October 2010, earning his 
commission in April of 2011. 
Starting out, he was assigned to 
the Ashland Post, then transferred 
to the Elyria Post in 2013. He 
was selected as the Elyria Post 
Trooper of the Year in 2013, 2014 
and 2015. 

He earned the Criminal Patrol 
Award in 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015 and 2016. He also won the 
Criminal Patrol Misdemeanor 
Award in 2015, earning the most 
in the state. Trooper Santiago 
received his Drug Recognition 
Certification in March 2016.

Leadership Awards Showcase 
Excellence in Service

Trooper of the Year (from left): Colonel Paul Pride, 
Trooper Juan “Ray” Santiago and his wife Mallory 

Santiago, and Director John Born.

Trooper Santiago 
is State Trooper 
of the Year

OSHP LEADERSHIP AWARDS
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Dispatcher Sarah Lynn Beam, of the 
Bowling Green Dispatch Center, was 
selected as Dispatcher of the Year from 
10 District Dispatchers of the Year across 
the state. 

Dispatcher Beam is polite, friendly and 
dependable. She goes the extra mile when 
it comes to helping her units. When her 
units hear her on the radio, they feel a 
strong sense of security and safety. She 

gives 110 percent and does it with a smile 
on her face. 

Dispatcher Beam joined the Patrol in 
April 2012 as a dispatcher assigned to 
the Findlay Dispatch Center. In 2013, 
she transferred to the Bowling Green 
Dispatch Center. In 2014, she transferred 
to the Findlay District Headquarters. She 
returned to the Bowling Green Dispatch 
Center in 2015.

Beam is Dispatcher of the Year

Sarah Lynn Beam

Trooper James W. Bryner, 
of the West Jefferson Post, 
was honored with the Blue 
Max Award for recovering 
the most stolen vehicles of 
any trooper in 2016.

Throughout the year, 
he recovered 26 stolen 
vehicles, valued at 
$196,300 resulting in the 
apprehension of 20 suspects. 

Trooper Bryner joined 
the Patrol in May 2009 
as a member of the 149th 

Academy Class. He earned his commission in December 
of that year and was assigned to the Marysville Post.

In 2013, he transferred to the West Jefferson Post, and 
in 2015 he was selected as Post Trooper of the Year. In 
2016, he earned the Criminal Patrol Award and the Ace 
Award for excellence in auto larceny enforcement.

Bryner Wins Blue Max

James W. Bryner

Trooper Drew W. 
Kuehne, of the Jackson 
District, was awarded for 
having the most felony 
case investigations that led 
to felony arrests. In 2016, 
he had 63 felony cases 
and 83 felony arrests. The 
majority of his cases were 
drug or weapon related. 
His seizures last year 
include, but aren’t limited 
to, 4 pounds of cocaine, 1.5 
pounds of heroin and more 

than 2,000 prescription pills. 
Trooper Kuehne joined the Patrol in November 2012 

as a member of the 154th Academy Class. He earned 
his commission in April 2013 and was assigned to the 
Portsmouth Post. He transferred to the Jackson District 
Criminal Patrol Unit. Trooper Kuehne earned the 
Criminal Patrol Award in 2014, 2015 and 2016. 

Kuehne Earns State 
Criminal Patrol Award

Drew W. Kuehne

Police Officer 2 Mark Stahovec, Capitol 
Operations, was selected as Police Officer 
of the Year. Officer Stahovec is described 
to have a servant’s heart and has a desire 
to make a difference. He has a willingness 
to take ownership and strives to complete 
every assignment thoroughly and 
completely down to the smallest detail. 
He goes above and beyond what is asked 

of him, all while striving to improve his 
knowledge and abilities. His optimistic 
attitude has had a positive impact on his 
fellow officers and troopers. 

Officer Stahovec joined the Patrol in 
August 2012 and is assigned to Capitol 
Operations. In 2015, he received the Safe 
Driving Award.

Stahovec is Police Officer of the Year

Mark A. Stahovec
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OSHP LEADERSHIP AWARDS

Sergeant David L. Robison, Piqua 
Post, was honored with the Robert M. 
Chiaramonte Humanitarian Award, which 
recognizes officers who are dedicated to 
humanitarian causes on the highways and 
in their communities. Assisting motorists, 
letters of commendation and community 
involvement are all factors in determining 
the recipient.

Sgt. Robison spent countless hours 
developing presentations to use at the Miami 
and Darke counties’ 4-H CARTEENS 
programs. He also presented the program 
to the Juvenile Court and the Sidney Police 
Department to implement a CARTEENS 

program in Shelby County for the very first 
time. Sgt. Robison is very involved with 
Safe Communities and was instrumental in 
establishing the program to pave the way 
with traffic educational programs. 

He joined the Patrol in 1993 as member 
of the 125th Academy Class. He earned his 
commission in November of that year and 
was assigned to the Ashtabula Post, where he 
was selected as Post Trooper of the Year in 
1998. In 2008, he was promoted to the rank 
of sergeant and transferred to the Dayton 
Post to serve as an assistant post commander. 
In 2014, he transferred to his most recent 
assignment at the Piqua Post. 

Chiaramonte Humanitarian Award

David L. Robison

DISITRICT CHIARAMONTE AWARD NOMINEES
Findlay District ........................ Tpr. Logan M. Kirkendall
Bucyrus District ...............................Tpr. Colt W. Browne
Cleveland District ............................ Sgt. Robert E. Gable
Warren District ................................Tpr. David M. Brown
Piqua District ................................. Sgt. David L. Robison

Columbus District ..........................Tpr. Patrick M. White
Cambridge District ..........................Tpr. Stephen W. Roe
Wilmington District ........................Tpr. John W. Asbrock
Jackson District ....................... Sgt. Jeremy B. Mendenhall

Sergeant Dustin D. Neely, of the Office of 
Criminal Investigations, was honored with 
the Colonel Thomas W. Rice Leadership 
Award, which is presented to one sworn 
supervisory officer for outstanding 
leadership. The award is sponsored by 
the Ohio State Highway Patrol Retirees’ 
Association and is in honor of former Patrol 
Superintendent Thomas W. Rice. 

Sgt. Neely is respected as an excellent 
investigator and a leader among his peers. 
He has excelled in all areas of management 
by setting high standards and working 
to improve those under his supervision. 
He takes additional time to teach his 
subordinates in an effort to develop 

their skills. He fosters a team-oriented 
environment and leads by example, ensuring 
the work product is top quality. 

Sgt. Neely began his Patrol career in April 
2002 as a member of the 139th Academy 
Class. He earned his commission in October 
of that year and was assigned to the Mt. 
Gilead Post. In 2003, he transferred to the 
Granville Post. In 2009, he transferred to 
Capital Operations. He transferred to the 
Office of Criminal Investigations in 2012 
and was promoted in 2015 to the rank of 
sergeant. He earned an Associate of Arts 
degree in sociology in 2001 and a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in psychology in 2012 from 
The Ohio State University.

Dustin D. Neely

Neely Earns Rice Leadership Award for Sergeants

RICE AWARD NOMINEES
Findlay District ...............................Sgt. Steven G. Posada
Bucyrus District .......................... Sgt. Brian J. Gockstetter
Cleveland District ...........................Sgt. Jason B. Bittinger
Warren District ............................... Sgt. Bradley M. Bucey
Piqua District .............................Sgt. Chris A. Coverstone
Columbus District ......................Sgt. Kurt D. Beidelschies

Cambridge District .....................Sgt. Todd D. McDonald
Wilmington District ........................... Sgt. Robert L. Burd
Jackson District ................................ Sgt. John R. Howard
Planning & Analysis...................... Sgt. James A. Burkhart
Invest. Services ................................. Sgt. Dustin D. Neely
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Motor Carrier En-
forcement Inspector John 
T. Rammel, of the Piqua 
District Commercial 
Enforcement Unit, was 
selected as the Motor 
Carrier Enforcement 
Inspector of the Year. 

MCEI Rammel began 
his career with the Patrol 
in September 1993 as a 
dispatcher assigned to 
the Wapakoneta Post. In 

1995, he was promoted and remained at the Wapako-
neta Post. In 2002, he was promoted to motor carrier 
enforcement inspector and transferred to his most 
recent assignment at the Piqua District Commercial 
Enforcement Unit.

DISTRICT MCEI AWARD WINNERS
Findlay District ...................Tpr. Robert L. Pargeon
Bucyrus District .............. MCEI Matthew R. Leite
Cleveland District ...............MCEI Douglas A. Bell
Warren District ....................Tpr. Rodney D. Ramps
Piqua District .....................MCEI John T. Rammel 
Columbus District ................MCEI Mark Irmscher
Cambridge District ............MCEI Michael R. Frye
Wilmington District ........MCEI Kelly J. Thompson
Jackson District .............. MCEI Anthony R. Lester

 John T. Rammel

Rammel is MCEI of the Year
Electronic Technician 1 

Chad M. Morrison, Office 
of Strategic Services, was 
selected as Electronic 
Technician of the Year. 

ET Morrison joined 
the Patrol in November 
2006 assigned to Facilities 
Management. In 2007, 
he was promoted to 
a maintenance repair 
worker 2 position and 
transferred to the Alum 

Creek Facilities. In 2010, he was promoted to an 
electronic technician 1 and transferred to his most recent 
assignment in the Office of Strategic Services.

Morrison is ET of the Year

DISTRICT ET AWARD WINNERS
Findlay District .........................ET3 Kraig A. Kent
Bucyrus District .................. ET3 Frederick R. Lust
Cleveland District ..........ET2 Douglas A. Carnegie
Warren District .................ET3 William J. Hummel
Piqua District ...................ET3 Matthew E. Hunter
Columbus District ........ET2 Kristopher M. Massey
Cambridge District ...............ET2 James K. Howell
Wilmington District ...........ET2 Brian E. Shepherd
Jackson District .......................ET2 Joshua J. Goins
GHQ .................................ET1 Chad M. Morrison

Chad M. Morrison

Agent Andrew J. Bouza, Toledo District Office, was selected 
as State Agent of the Year out of six District Agents of the Year 
across the state. Agent Bouza maintains a great working rela-
tionship with numerous law enforcement agencies in the Toledo 
District. He adjusts his schedule as needed to accomplish the 
goals of the agency and address his caseload. He works with 
junior agents in the district, becoming a mentor and role model 
to them. Agent Bouza instructs junior agents on undercover 
techniques that he utilizes in the field, continuing to be a leader 
and coach among his peers. Agent Bouza takes the initiative to 
teach and mold the young agents in the Toledo District, many 
of whom are new to law enforcement. 

Agent Bouza joined the Ohio Investigative Unit in July 2010 
and has been assigned to the Toledo District Office throughout 
his career. He served in the U.S. Army from 2000 to 2008.

Bouza is Ohio Investigative Unit Agent of the Year
OIU DISTRICT AWARD WINNERS

Athens District  .......................Agent Travis J. Kling
Canton District  .............Agent Cynthia A. Armsey
Cincinnati District  .......... Agent Jason M. Shawver
Cleveland District  ......Agent Andrew K. Campbell
Columbus District  ...........Agent Kelly N. Murnane
Toledo District  .....................Agent Andrew Bouza
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OSHP LEADERSHIP AWARDS

William J. Duffy 
Award of Excellence

The William J. Duffy 
Award of Excellence 
requires a minimum of 
300 volunteer hours per 
year over three consecutive 
years.

Auxiliary Staff 
Lieutenant David 
F. Pillion joined the 
Ohio State Highway 
Patrol Auxiliary in 1993 
and is assigned to the Delaware Post. While at the 
Delaware Post, he was promoted to the rank of Auxiliary 
lieutenant in 2004. In 2015, he was promoted to the rank 
of Auxiliary staff lieutenant. Over the last three years, he 
has volunteered an average of 300 hours per year, which 
includes riding on patrol, assisting at the Ohio State Fair, 
Ohio State football game details, sobriety checkpoints, 
Shield Details and working at the Academy store. Aux. 
S/Lt. Pillion earned Auxiliary Officer of the Year in 2015.

Aux. S/Lt. Pillion retired from the Ohio Attorney 
General’s Office as an investigator in 2013.

Auxiliary of the Year
Auxiliary Major Lois 

J. Lust joined the Patrol 
Auxiliary in April 1995 
and was assigned to 
the Marion Post as an 
Auxiliary officer. While at 
the Marion Post, she was 
promoted to the rank of 
Auxiliary captain in 1998, 
and Auxiliary major in 
2013. 

In 2016, Aux. Maj. Lust 
volunteered 947 hours of 
time in assistance with Patrol duties. This time included 
riding on patrol, assisting at the Ohio State Fair, Ohio 
State football game details, sobriety checkpoints, Shield 
Details and working at the Academy store. Aux. Maj. 
Lust is the first woman to earn State Auxiliary Officer of 
the Year. 

Aux. Maj. Lust retired from teaching after 37 years 
with the Marion City Schools.

Lois A. Lust

Trooper Timothy B. Williamson, 
Columbus District Criminal Patrol, was 
selected for the Ohio Trooper Recognition 
Award from 10 regional recipients across 
the state. The award recognizes excellence 
among troopers who are assigned to spe-
cialty positions. 

In 2016, traffic stops by Trooper Wil-
liamson resulted in the seizure of more 
than 151 pounds of marijuana, 4.4 pounds 
of heroin, a stolen firearm used in a violent 
crime, 7 pounds of methamphetamine, 
more than 38 pounds of cocaine and 500 
oxycodone pills. He stays at the forefront of 
drug trafficking trends. As a national drug 

interdiction assistance program instructor, 
he is well versed in the field of aftermarket 
hidden compartments. 

Trooper Williamson joined the Patrol in 
September 2011 as a member of the 151st 
Academy Class. He earned his commission 
in February of the following year and was 
assigned to the Mt. Gilead Post. In 2014, 
he transferred to his most recent assign-
ment at the Columbus District Criminal 
Patrol Unit.

Trooper Williamson earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in homeland security terror-
ism from Tiffin University in 2008.

Williamson Wins State Trooper Recognition Award

Timothy B. Williamson

DISITRICT TROOPER RECOGNITION AWARDS
Findlay District ........................ Tpr. Ryan F. Stewart
Bucyrus District .....................Tpr. Bryan A. Holden
Cleveland District ............ Tpr. Joseph M. Costarella
Warren District .........................Tpr. Larry A. Skaggs
Piqua District ........................ Tpr. Jason A. Barhorst

Columbus District ........Tpr. Timothy B. Williamson
Cambridge District .................Tpr. Scott W. Bayless
Wilmington District .........Tpr. Jennifer J. Soderquist
Jackson District ........................ Tpr. Randy S. Boggs
GHQ ........................................Tpr. James A. Boysel

Statewide Auxiliary Award Winners

David F. Pillion
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EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION AWARDS
Findlay District ..................AP1 Beth Stewart Bullinger
Bucyrus District ...................AP4 Christine L. Gibbons
Cleveland District ....................... AP1 Linda M. Barnes
Warren District ................................ AP1 Julie L. Szeker
Piqua District ..........................AP1 Shannon E. Tackett
Columbus District ........................AP1 Teresa J. Elswick 
Cambridge District ...........MRW2 Joseph C. Simonson
Wilmington District ..................MRW2 Bruce E. Fassig
Jackson District ..............................AP1 Eva L. Johnson
Strategic Services ..................PSIA Christopher J. Sands
Human Resources ........................ SO1 Todd E. Osborn

Public Safety Intelligence Analyst Christopher J. Sands, 
Intelligence Unit, received the award presented annually 
to recognize excellence by a civilian employee. He assists 
Intelligence Unit supervisors with the development and 
growth of the Threat Assessment and Prevention team so 
products and information remain relevant and progressive. 
Analyst Sands is perceptive and forward thinking. He takes 
on any challenge presented to him without hesitation. He 
ensures key members of law enforcement and government are 
aware of situations and understand issues so they can make 
appropriate and informed decisions. 

Sands began his state career in April 2014 as a public safety 
intelligence analyst and has been assigned to the Intelligence 
Unit throughout his career. He earned a Master of Public 
Administration degree in public administration from The 
Ohio State University in 2014.

Sands: Employee Recognition

Chandra M. Brode was 
honored for her volunteer 
work with Special Olym-
pics Ohio. 

Brode has been active 
with Special Olympics 
Ohio for 12 years. She is 
now responsible for the 
annual Polar Bear Plunge 
in Geneva-on-the-Lake, 
which has raised more 
than $1 million over 
those 12 years. Brode 

also volunteers at seven other plunge events in Ohio. 
She has dedicated thousands of hours, raising money 
for more than 23,000 athletes training throughout Ohio. 

Brode is very active with the Law Enforcement Torch 
Run, starting the first Mahoning County leg with 
Youngstown State University and local law enforcement 
partners. She was chosen by Special Olympics Ohio to 
represent the Law Enforcement Torch Run in China 
where she ran with the torch to spread awareness for 
special needs athletes. She is also involved with the 
Oasis Food Bank in Columbiana County. 

Retired Trooper A.J. Torres 
has not stopped serving his 
community since retiring from 
the Patrol. 

Torres is involved with 
Operation Open Heart, a 
group of safety forces from 
Lorain County who take 
underprivileged kids on a 
weeklong camping trip each 
summer. During the trip, the 
kids are taught family and life 
skills. During the holidays, he 

supplies Thanksgiving meals and toys to the kids. 
Torres also assists with fundraising for his church. He travels 

to El Salvador each year before Christmas to give toys to about 
180 children each year. He has also sponsored three kids in El 
Salvador to help them attend college. 

During a difficult time for both Torres and the Patrol, he 
was a liaison for the family of his best friend, Trooper Kenneth 
Velez, who was killed in the line of duty in 2016.

A.J. Torres

PATROL FAMILY RECOGNITION WINNERS
Findlay District ..........................Dr. Todd Bullinger
Warren District .......................... Chandra M. Brode
Piqua District ............................Miranda Buchanan
Cambridge District ........................Lisa Derrington
Jackson District ..............................Elizabeth Lewis

DISTRICT DISTINGUISHED RETIREE
Findlay District ............................R/ MVI Alan Joseph
Bucyrus District ...................R/Lt. Walter Poffenbaugh
Cleveland District .............................R/Tpr. A.J. Torres
Warren District .............................R/Tpr. Louis Gliozzi
Piqua District .....................R/Sgt. Timothy C. Johnson
Columbus District ......................R/Sgt. Harry Schwind
Cambridge District .................... R/Lt. Delmar Dunlap
Wilmington District ........................ R/Tpr. Bill Baugus
Jackson District ...................... R/S/Lt. R. Scott Borden

Family Recognition AwardDistinguished Retiree Award

Chandra M. Brode

Flying Wheel 15



  Troopers  Dispatchers

FINDLAY DISTRICT
Lima  Michael Mahaffey 
Defiance  James R. Cotner 
Findlay  Matthew R. Cook  Rhonda K. Eck
Toledo  Logan M. Kirkendall 
Van Wert  Joshua T. Menke  Meghan L. Scheirer
Bowl. Green  Casimir A. VonSacken*  Sarah L. Beam**
Swanton  Brett C. Hannum 

BUCYRUS DISTRICT
Bucyrus  Nicholas R. Boes  Brent W. Sigler
Sandusky  Andrew P. Geer  Heidi J. Maloy
Norwalk  Nathan L. Waldock 
Marion  Craig B. Overly 
Mansfield  Colt W. Browne  Jacquelyn S. Martin*
Fremont  Garrett R. Lawson* 
Milan  Stephen B. Vanderford 

CLEVELAND DISTRICT
Ashland  James K. Speicher 
Cleveland  Kenneth Velez  Jessica N. Coleman*
Elyria  Juan R. Santiago** 
Medina  Shaun P. Mollohan  Michele Krichbaum
Canton  John R. Nemastil  Amanda H. Hermann
Wooster  Justin J. Ross  Heather A. Carr

WARREN DISTRICT
Ashtabula  Brandon M. Miller 
Lisbon  Brian M. Kavanagh  Tammy S. Renfro
Chardon  David C. Costas 
Canfield  Kenneth M. Robbins  Tamara A. Scheetz*
Ravenna  Charles E. Hoskin  Josa T. Muir
Warren  Matthew R. Abbey*  Ashley N. Kawecki
Hiram  Matthew J. Soeder 

PIQUA DISTRICT
Wapakoneta  Adam J. Cramer 
Springfield  Timothy S. Durham  Dawn M. Fremder
Xenia  Ronald G. Dear 
Piqua  Eric J. Devers  Ashley A. Thomas*
Dayton  Jason R. Hutchison*  Brandy L. Johnson
Marysville  Andrew R. Rea 

  Troopers  Dispatchers

COLUMBUS DISTRICT
Delaware  Ryan M. May  James M. Stegner
Lancaster  Patrick M. White  Jeramey C. Knowlton*
Columbus  Brandi M. Allen 
Granville  Bradley P. Longo 
West Jeff.  James W. Bryner  Matthew A. Williams
Mt. Gilead  Jeremy R. Ranalli 
Circleville  Jacob D. Landis* 

CAMBRIDGE DISTRICT
St. Clairsville  Daniel J. Moran  David L. Snyder
Cambridge  William R. Howard  David M. Spratt
Steubenville  Josh T. O’Donnell 
Zanesville  Jordan T. Butler 
New Phila.  Timothy L. Scott  William L. Courtright*
Marietta  Seth T. Jones* 

WILMINGTON DISTRICT
Georgetown  Joshua W. Hunter 
Hamilton  Cody W. Beaty 
Batavia  Drew M. Hertlein  Rebel L. Martin
Wilmington  Kyle L. Prose  Deborah K. Griffith* 
Cincinnati  Jeff D. Madden 
Lebanon  Brett M. Lee*  Ryan S. Gilkison 

JACKSON DISTRICT
Athens  Ryan C. Pinney  Brandy L. Laudermilt
Gallipolis  Matthew T. Atwood 
Jackson  Steven M. Dunn*  Mitchell P. Saunders
Ironton  David M. Bayless 
Chillicothe  Timothy R. Markowski 
Portsmouth  Matthew K. Lloyd  Drew E. Fry*

GHQ
Cols. Com. Center  Tammy L. Newport*

* District Winners **State Winners

Troopers & Dispatchers of the Year
Post & District

OSHP LEADERSHIP AWARDS
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Matthew R. Abbey
Matthew T. Atwood
James M. Baker
Jason A. Barhorst
Scott W. Bayless
Cody W. Beaty
Kurt D. Beidelschies
Christopher H. Beyer
Joshua Beynon
Bradley R. Bishop
Jodi E. Bowlen
Matthew D. Boyer
Christopher M. Brock
Ronald C. Brown
David M. Brown
Colt W. Browne
James W. Bryner
Timothy K. Bullock
Joshua B. Bumgardner
Ricky T. Caraway
Carlos M. Castellanos
William R. Clay
James T. Coffland
Matthew R. Cook
David C. Costas
Chris A. Coverstone
Bryan C. Cox
Evan A. Cox

Anthony R. Day
Eric J. Devers
Kyle E. Doebrich
Darrell M. Dowler
Daniel J. Dubelko
Steven M. Dunn
Andrew T. Dunn
Timothy L. Ehrenborg
Christopher L. Ellison
Michael K. Ervin
Jimmy A. Estle
Eric C. Frost
Erik A. Golias
Elizabeth A. Grabel
Jason W. Halstead
Jared L. Haslar
Samuel K. Hendricks
Drew M. Hertlein
Bradley Hess
William J. Hickey
Matthew D. Himes
Jason R. Hofmann
Eric D. Holbrook
Anthony W. Hosey
Charles E. Hoskin
Michael F. Hounshell
John R. Howard
William W. Howard

Justin C. Hurlbert
Daniel H. Jesse
Seth T. Jones
Timothy J. Kay
Griffin P. Kelley
James P. King
Dylon J. King
Shawn E. Kline
Nicholas J. Konrad
Drew W. Kuehne
John L. Lamm
Jacob D. Landis
Russell L. Landrum
Spencer A. Large
Neil D. Laughlin
Garrett R. Lawson
Brett M. Lee
Nicholas L. Lewis
Gary M. Lewis
Matt K. Lloyd
Evan D. Mace
Jeff D. Madden
Michael Mahaffey
Ann M. Malone
Gregory A. Mamula
Matthew M. Manly
Jerrold T. March
Timothy R. Markowski

Walter J. Martens
Anthony D. Martin
Jeffrey M. Martin
Kevin M. Mathias
Ryan M. May
Todd D. Mcdonald
Brian M. Mcgill
Tyler P. Mckee
John D. Mcleod
Shawn F. Milburn
Brandon M. Miller
Hiram Morales
Daniel W. Morrison
Shane M. Morrow
Daniel J. Muck
Dewaine A. Norman
Craig B. Overly
Dustin Payne
Cristian Perrin
Thurman D. Peterson
Michael S. Phipps
Ryan W. Pickett
Kyle E. Pohlabel
Patrick J. Reagan
Stephen W. Roe
Michael D. Rucker
Matthew A. Ruth
Juan R. Santiago

Rustun K. Schack
Matthew J. Schaub
Chad M. Schell
David G. Slanker
Evan M. Slates
Joel M. Smith
Nathan R. Smith
Tammy D. Soto
Brian K. Spackey
James D. Sparkman
Ryan F. Stewart
David E. Theobald
Trent J. Thompson
Timothy J. Timberlake
Michael S. Trader
Ryan S. Tysinger
Stephen B. Vanderford
Taylor H. Vogelmeier
Casimir A. Vonsacken
Benjamin J. Wallace
Christopher A. Ward
Joseph M. Weeks
Jeremy W. Wheeland
Patrick M. White
Michael C. Williams
Timothy B. Williamson
Michael R. Wilson
Michael T. Ziehr

Colin B. Acciavatti
Brandi M. Allen
Jason N. Archer
Stacey L. Arnold
Damion D. Assink
Bradley A. Baker
Benjamin M. Barnard
William H. Baron
Lindsay J. Barrett
Shaun J. Baskerville
Daniel J. Battistone
David M. Bayless
Landon T. Berger
Jeffery L. Bernard
Jeremy S. Bice
Devon M. Black
Jacob E. Blossom
Nicholas R. Boes
Tyler L. Boetcher
Joshua J. Bolduan
Charles R. Bower
John A. Bowman
Bradley M. Bucey
Hector J. Burgos
Alex A. Burnett
Thomas G. Cassity
Nicholas P. Cayton
Paul B. Coates
Zachary Q. Coleman
Kristi J. Comstock
Kristopher J. Conaway

Shawn D. Cook
Brian J. Cowles
Joshua C. Craft
Timothy R. Cunningham
William S. Davis
Justin D. Dement
Benjamin C. Dennison
Lance S. Deshuk
Kevin D. Dillard
Timothy S. Dobbins
Daniel J. Edelbrock
Chester L. Engle
Brad M. Evans
Christopher J. Finley
Jacob L. Fletcher
Luke C. Forshey
Kyle A. Fox
Byron D. Foxx
David S. Francway
Matthew Gardner
Brian K. Garloch
Andrew D. Garwood
Robert W. Gatchel
Bradley S. Gilanyi
Colin B. Gilligan
Christopher B. Goss
Timothy M. Gossett
Jeffrey S. Greene
Thomas J. Gronsky
David A. Grooms
Mason M. Hale

Thomas Halko
D.R. Handschumacher
Kevin L. Harris
Adam J. Hartford
Jeremy R. Hartman
Laura M. Harvey
Brian W. Hawkins
Steven B. Hill
Rocky J. Hise
Timmothy J. Hoffman
Bryan A. Holden
Christopher P. Jackson
Jessie D. Johnson
Matthew R. Keener
Logan M. Kirkendall
Seth T. Klco
Richard J. Kluever
Eric C. Knowlton
Andrew M. Kobosky
Trevor L. Koontz
Jacob A. Kunka
Jacob A. Lambdin
Matthew B. Langston
Michael A. Lee
Justin P. Lister
Johnnie H. Maier
Derek L. Malone
Anthony A. Matheny
Jeffrey M. Meyerhoffer
Chadwick W. Miller
Paige C. Miranda

Jordan L. Monnin
John E. Moore
Stephen A. Murphy
Jared D. Myers
Theodore H. Neal
John R. Nemastil
Christian J. Niemeyer
Brittany N. Noah
Jacob A. Olsen
Seth M. Oszust
Bryan L. Parrish
David R. Passet
Ryan J. Pischel
Matthew K. Poremba
Kyle L. Prose
Melanie L. Provenzano
Ryan D. Randall
Warren N. Rawlings
Elliot D. Rawson
Cameron C. Rice
Brandon J. Richardson
Matthew C. Rifici
Lawrence Roberts
Ryan E. Robirds
Elyse Roddy
Christopher T. Roe
Alejo Romero
Shawn W. Roose
Michael J. Ross
Ashley R. Ross
Joseph D. Sanfilippo

Daniel H. Saultz
Thomas J. Schoenfeld
Allen R. Shirer
David G. Shockey
Xavia Shurn
Rachel A. Simmons
Shaun O. Smart
Bryan L. Sponaugle
Stefan K. Spriggs
Mark D. Starnes
Zachary S. Steinbach
Eric M. Stroud
David W. Stuart
Travis W. Stump
James M. Trelka
Steven A. Tucci
Jason L. Turner
Drew A. Untied
Robert V. Vandyke
Maurice Waddell
Nathan L. Waldock
Donald E. Walker
James A. Walton
Nathan A. Ward
Codi R. Williams
Sean P. Williams
Marshall Williams
Cynthia D. Wilt
Andrew R. Worcester
Daniel T. York
Joshua Zaugg

5 Points

2016 CRIMINAL PATROL AWARDS
12 Points
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Ace
Matthew R. Abbey
James W. Bryner
Thomas G. Cassity
Carlos M. Castellanos
Caleb D. Courson
Evan A. Cox
Bryan C. Cox
Byron D. Foxx
David S. Francway
Mohammad A. Hamed
Anthony W. Hosey
Michael F. Hounshell
Seth T. Jones

Griffin P. Kelley
Spencer A. Large
Gary M. Lewis
Nicholas L. Lewis
Michael Mahaffey
John D. Mcleod
John R. Nemastil
Thurman D. Peterson
Lawrence Roberts
David G. Slanker
James A. Walton
Joseph M. Weeks

2016 AUTO LARCENY ENFORCEMENT AWARDS

The top winner of the 2016 Criminal Patrol Misdemeanor Award was Trooper Rustun K. Schack, West Jefferson Post, 
who generated 120 Criminal Patrol misdemeanor drug arrests. The Criminal Patrol Misdemeanor Award was created in 2015 
to recognize officers for non-felony level misdemeanor drug arrests. The award recognizes officers who generate 24 or more 
misdemeanor drug arrests for the calendar year. 
Matthew R. Abbey
Colin B. Acciavatti
Brandi M. Allen
Matthew T. Atwood
Race A. Baker
James M. Baker
Bradley A. Baker
Jason A. Barhorst
Lindsay J. Barrett
Daniel J. Battistone
Scott W. Bayless
Cody W. Beaty
Jason R. Beck
Christopher H. Beyer
Bradley R. Bishop
Nicholas R. Boes
Tyler L. Boetcher
William G. Bogantz
Jodi E. Bowlen
Matthew D. Boyer
Christopher M. Brock
David M. Brown
Colt W. Browne
Joshua B. Bumgardner
Alex A. Burnett
Ricky T. Caraway
Thomas G. Cassity
Carlos M. Castellanos
Paul B. Coates
James T. Coffland

Shawn D. Cook
Matthew R. Cook
David C. Costas
Evan A. Cox
Raul Cuellar
Lance S. Deshuk
Eric J. Devers
Darrell M. Dowler
Alan Dale. Dunbar
Andrew T. Dunn
Steven M. Dunn
Timothy L. Ehrenborg
Chester L. Engle
Matthew Gardner
Andrew D. Garwood
Kevin L. Harris
Adam J. Hartford
Samuel K. Hendricks
Drew M. Hertlein
Bradley Hess
William J. Hickey
Matthew D. Himes
Timmothy J. Hoffman
Jason R. Hofmann
Eric D. Holbrook
Bryan A. Holden
Anthony W. Hosey
Charles E. Hoskin
Michael F. Hounshell
William W. Howard

Daniel H. Jesse
Seth T. Jones
Timothy J. Kay
Matthew R. Keener
Griffin P. Kelley
James P. King
Logan M. Kirkendall
Shawn E. Kline
John L. Lamm
Jacob D. Landis
Russell L. Landrum
Matthew B. Langston
Neil D. Laughlin
Garrett R. Lawson
Brett M. Lee
Gary M. Lewis
Justin P. Lister
Matt K. Lloyd
Evan D. Mace
Jeff D. Madden
Johnnie H. Maier
Gregory A. Mamula
Matthew M. Manly
Walter J. Martens
Jeffrey M. Martin
Anthony A. Matheny
Kevin M. Mathias
Ryan M. May
Todd D. Mcdonald
Brian M. Mcgill

Jessica A. Mcintyre
John D. Mcleod
Shawn F. Milburn
Brandon M. Miller
Chadwick W. Miller
Shaun P. Mollohan
John E. Moore
Daniel W. Morrison
Shane M. Morrow
Brian S. Mull
John R. Nemastil
Seth M. Oszust
Craig B. Overly
David R. Passet
Dustin Payne
Thurman D. Peterson
Ryan W. Pickett
Steven G. Posada
Melanie L. Provenzano
Warren N. Rawlings
Tyler F. Ray
Patrick J. Reagan
Matthew C. Rifici
Lawrence Roberts
Elyse Roddy
Stephen W. Roe
Michael J. Ross
Matthew A. Ruth
Juan R. Santiago
Rustun K. Schack

Matthew J. Schaub
Chad M. Schell
Thomas J. Schoenfeld
David G. Slanker
Joel M. Smith
Joshua P. Smith
Nathan R. Smith
Tammy D. Soto
James D. Sparkman
James K. Speicher
Zachary S. Steinbach
Eric M. Stroud
Jacob M. Teal
David E. Theobald
Drew A. Untied
Stephen B. Vanderford
Taylor H. Vogelmeier
Casimir A. Vonsacken
Nathan L. Waldock
Benjamin J. Wallace
Nathan A. Ward
Christopher A. Ward
Joseph M. Weeks
Jeremy W. Wheeland
Patrick M. White
Sean P. Williams
Michael C. Williams
Cody M. Woodard

2016 CRIMINAL PATROL MISDEMEANOR AWARDS

Three Bolts
Shawn G. Bowers
Casimir A. Vonsacken
Christopher H. Beyer
Jason R. Beck
Jason W. Halstead
Seth Oszust
Patrick J. Reagan
Walter J. Martens
Kevin L. Harris
Matthew D. Himes
Kasey M. Ballinger

Quentin K. Phillips
Robert C. Bradley
David R. Chamberlin
Justin C. Hurlbert
Ryan S. Tysinger
Joshua Zaugg
Tyler P. Mckee
Colin B. Gilligan
Michael C. Williams
Justin K. Teufel

Four Bolts
Stephen B. Vanderford

Award of Excellence
William R. Bowers
James W. Bryner        
Jeffrey A. Kaess

Larry A. Skaggs
Grady E. Coblentz
John A. Johnson
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On September 18, 
2016, Trooper Michael J. 
Corey was on the scene of 
a one-vehicle injury crash 
in Belmont County. Bill’s 
Towing arrived at the scene 
to recover the wrecked 
vehicle, which had come to 
rest in a creek.

While pulling the vehicle 
from the creek, the hook on 
the cable snapped causing it 
to whiplash back and strike 
the tow truck driver in the 
head. When the driver fell, Trooper Corey rushed to his 
side and provided immediate medical attention. The tow 
truck driver was bleeding profusely from lacerations above 
his right eye and on the side of his head. Trooper Corey 
called for an ambulance, retrieved his first aid equipment, 
and rendered first aid. 

The driver also started having difficulty breathing due 
to the amount of blood that was running down his throat. 
Trooper Corey positioned him onto his side so he could 
alleviate the flow of blood thus allowing the driver to 
breathe. Shortly thereafter, EMS arrived on scene and 
transported the driver to Ohio Valley Medical Center.

For his lifesaving actions, Trooper Corey was 
awarded the Ohio State Highway Patrol’s Certificate of 
Recognition.

Motorcycle Unit Recognition Ceremony 
Employees who participated in more than 100 Presidential Election motorcade details throughout the state in 2016 

received Certificates of Recognition for their outstanding efforts, which further established the Patrol as a preeminent law 
enforcement agency. The employees earning recognition for their exemplary performance were:
S/Lt. Lawrence H. Roseboro
Sgt. Matthew R. Beccaccio
Sgt. Jason E. Highsmith
Sgt. Talmadge W. Lewis
Sgt. Jeremy J. Grillot
Sgt. Steven M. Mahl
Sgt. Lawrence Roberts
Sgt. Reggie D. Streicher
Tpr. Andrew W. Bennett
Tpr. Justin T. Cooper
Tpr. Derek J. Cummins
Tpr. Nicholas C. Diehl
Tpr. William C. Duerson
Tpr. Tyranda A. Franklin
Tpr. James E. Hutchinson 
Tpr. Steven R. Ilo
Tpr. Gary M. Lewis
Tpr. Nicholas R. Shaw
Tpr. Joseph A. Westhoven
Auto.Tech. Franklin Pierce

CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNITION

On October 22, 2016, Sergeant Christopher Crisafi and 
Trooper Adam B. Dickerson were dispatched to a hit-skip 
crash that occurred on Interstate 71 in Warren County.

A witness followed the hit-skip vehicle to a gas station and 
relayed the information to the Lebanon Dispatch Center. 
Sergeant Crisafi responded to the station and made contact 
with the hit-skip vehicle. Sergeant Crisafi observed that the 
driver was unresponsive. Sergeant Crisafi pulled the driver 
from his vehicle, began CPR and radioed for EMS.

When Trooper Dickerson arrived, he took over chest 
compressions while Sergeant Crisafi administered two 
doses of Narcan to the driver. Sergeant Crisafi and Trooper 
Dickerson continued CPR until EMS arrived.

For their lifesaving actions, Sergeant Crisafi and Trooper 
Dickerson were awarded the Ohio State Highway Patrol’s 
Certificate of Recognition.

Adam B. DickersonChristopher Crisafi Michael J. Corey
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CRIMINAL PATROL
Preble County traffic stop yields Patrol's largest 
methamphetamine seizure

 On December 2, 2016, at 12:25 a.m., troopers stopped a 2010 Chevy 
Aveo, with California registration, for a no turn signal violation on Interstate 
70, near milepost 10 in Preble County. Troopers observed criminal indicators 
and a Patrol drug-sniffing canine alerted to the vehicle. A probable 
cause search revealed nearly 27 pounds of methamphetamine, valued at 
approximately $1 million, which is the largest in Patrol history.

Troopers seize $800,000 worth of Ecstasy pills in Wood 
County traffic stop

 On January 9, 2017, at 2:14 p.m., troopers stopped a 2016 Toyota Tundra 
pick-up truck with Texas license plate registration, for a lane violation 
on Interstate 80, near milepost 72 eastbound in Wood County. Troopers 
received consent to search the vehicle, which revealed 6 pounds of ecstasy 
pills, valued at approximately $800,000.

Troopers discover marijuana, THC edibles worth 
$154,000

 On January 17, 2017 at 1:25 p.m., troopers stopped a vehicle on Interstate 
75 in Shelby County for a turn signal violation. A probable cause search of 
the vehicle revealed a large brown bag containing 22 pounds of marijuana 
and 12 pounds of THC edibles, valued at $154,360.

Troopers seize crack cocaine in Gallia County 
traffic stop

 On January 20, 2017, at 2:05 a.m., troopers stopped a vehicle for an 
unsafe lane change violation on U.S. 35 in Gallia County. Troopers observed 
criminal indicators, and a Patrol drug-sniffing canine alerted to the vehicle. 
A probable cause search of the vehicle revealed 70 grams of crack, valued at 
$6,650, was concealed in a hidden compartment. 

Troopers seize $600,000 worth of cocaine and heroin 
in Madison County traffic stop

 On February 7, 2017 at 12:10 p.m., troopers stopped a 2016 Chevrolet 
Cruz with Iowa registration, for a marked lanes violation on Interstate 70, 
near milepost 72 in Madison County. Criminal indicators were observed and 
a Patrol drug-sniffing canine alerted to the vehicle. A probable cause search 
revealed more than 6 pounds of cocaine and 2 pounds of heroin, valued at 
approximately $600,000.
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Want daily updates 
on the Patrol & OIU?

Follow us!

Ohio State Highway Patrol 
Ohio Investigative Unit

@OSHP 
@Ohio_OIU

@OhioDPS

OIU
OIU investigation results in store closing and surrender of liquor license

VEHICLE THEFT AND FRAUD UNIT
Bait trailer deployed

The GHQ Vehicle Theft and Fraud Unit (VTFU) partnered with the Dayton Police 
Department to curb a high volume of trailer thefts in their area. A bait trailer was 
deployed in a high target area, and after a few days, the trailer and its payload were 
stolen. The location of the trailer was tracked by VTFU. Dayton police detectives were 
directed to a location where the suspects cut the trailer’s lock and were in the process of 
removing its contents. Dayton police took three suspects into custody without incident. 
An additional suspected stolen trailer was also found, as well as a shed on the property 
with numerous televisions and other suspected stolen property. Each suspect was 
charged with two counts of receiving stolen property, a fourth degree felony, and one 
count of possession of criminal tools, a fifth degree felony.

2016 Accomplishments
During 2016, the GHQ-VTFU recovered 106 stolen vehicles. In one case, 35 

vehicles were stolen and ended in a 73-count indictment against the suspect. The 
suspect used his car dealership as a front to both sell stolen vehicles which were cloned 
– meaning VIN numbers were changed to conceal the identity – or shipped overseas. 
The case began with a traffic stop and initial information obtained by Trooper James 
Bryner of the West Jefferson Post. The remaining 71 stolen vehicles were recovered 
through a variety of techniques, including the use of automated license plate 
recognition systems captured by the National Insurance Crime Bureau and relayed to 
VTFU members, LoJack tracking devices, and tips, and investigative work.

OIU agents and officers with the Cincinnati Police 
Department executed a search warrant on January 19 at 
a Cincinnati convenience store for violations including 
gambling, receiving stolen property and counterfeit items. 

The liquor permit for Friendly’s Market, 3219 Harrison 
Avenue, was cited for 15 gambling violations, four theft 
offenses, drug possession, electronic benefit transfer (EBT) 
possession and insanitary conditions. Summonses were 
issued for six counts of trademark theft offenses, and three 
counts each of gambling and operating a gambling house. 

As a result of the case, the business has agreed to close 
and surrender the liquor permit.

During the search warrant, agents seized two electronic 
video gambling machines, $3,761 in U.S. currency, 
marijuana, and business records. Agents also seized 
counterfeit NBA, NFL, North Face and Michael Kors 
apparel with a retail value of $3,000. Cincinnati officers 
seized multiple cartons of cigarettes, a large screen 
television and meat products that were identified as stolen. 

Cincinnati fire, health and building inspectors were also 
present to simultaneously conduct various inspections 
and to issue appropriate violations. Representatives from 
Kroger, Walmart and Target retail theft units were present 
to identify stolen items. Also, Ohio Lottery Commission 
authorities were present and seized all lottery equipment 
and tickets, due to gambling violations linked to lottery 
registers.

Flying Wheel 21



OSHP AROUND THE STATE

Steubenville Post
 When the Cambridge District had to cancel their Buying with Bears 

event on December 17, 2016, due to inclement weather, Trooper Tim 
Zook, of the Steubenville Post, made sure the familes would have a great 
holiday. During his time off, Zook coordinated with the Ohio State 
Troopers Associations and members of the community to secure donations, 
transportation and meals. Zook secured donations from Team Automotive, 
DPC Automotive, Snyder Tire, Kroger in Wintersville, Reisbeck’s in 
Wintersville, Appollo Cleaning Company and McDonald’s. Several 
families were chauffeured in a limousine provided by DPS Automotive to 
have dinner at McDonald’s then to shop at Wal-Mart for Christmas items. 

Crime Lab

Crime Laboratory employees participated in the Franklin County Children Services “Holiday Wish” in December. More 
than 5,500 Central Ohio children who are displaced, have experienced neglect and abuse or are experiencing other difficult 
home conditions were asked to create a holiday wish list from which generous donors shop. In some cases, gifts purchased 
by donors are the only gifts the children will receive all year. The lives of 31 children were made brighter this holiday season, 
thanks to 19 employees who participated and purchased a total of 68 gifts. 
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Warren District
The Warren District 

employees and retirees 
sponsored a winter coat drive 
in January. The drive was 
spearheaded by ET3 William 
Hummel, AP4 Kelli Partin 
and MRW Larry Firmi. On 
January 20, coats, sweatshirts, 
hats, gloves, winter pants and 
blankets were delivered to a 
local Salvation Army. Over 
35 large bags were delivered 
just in time before the frigid 
temperatures hit Northeast 
Ohio. 

  Three Ohio State Highway Patrol Troopers and nearly 70 
other law enforcement officers paired up with 127 children 
from Wood County in the annual Cops and Kids Shopping 
event on December 3.

This year’s event was hosted by the Rossford Meijer and 

sponsored by the Wood County Fraternal Order of Police. 
Each child was given $100 to spend on a coat, other clothing 
and toys. 

The majority of the funding for this event comes from 
local businesses and organizations.

Wood County Shop with a Cop 

Flying Wheel 23



OSHP AROUND THE STATE

Batavia Post

 On February 1, Captain Paul Hermes presented a Certificate of Appreciation to the Clermont County Commissioners. 
The Clermont County Communications Center opened two work stations for the post dispatchers, gave them use of several 
lockers and welcomed them with open arms. During the temporary set up, dispatchers from both departments saw first-hand 
how each agency handled their jobs.

From left: Commissioner David Uible, Dispatch Supervisor Patty Downing; Captain Paul Hermes; John Kiskaden, Director of Department of Public Safety 
Services; Commissioner David Painter; Commissioner Ed Humphrey; Lieutenant Wayne Price.

Dayton Post
 Trooper Joseph Weeks received the 2016 Officer of the Year Award 

from the Miami Valley Bulk Smuggling Task Force. Trooper Weeks 
serves as a uniformed canine officer and assists the task force with 
their investigations. The award was presented in appreciation for his 
"outstanding dedication and commitment to the task force."

The Miami Valley Bulk Smuggling Task Force is part of the Ohio 
Attorney General's Ohio Organized Crime Investigations Commission. 
It's made up of officers from the Montgomery County Sheriff 's Office, 
Miami Township Police Department, Montgomery County RANGE 
Task Force, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation, Ohio State 
Highway Patrol, Homeland Security Investigations, Drug Enforcement 
Administration and Montgomery County Prosecutor's Office.

Warren District
Retired Sergeant Eli Rivera, LCS Units 

and Staff Lieutenant Marvin Hill attended 
a celebration for Don Robinson of YRC 
Freight, formerly Roadway Express, for 
achieving 4 million miles of safe driving. 
YRC has been a partner with the Patrol for 
20 years. Staff Lieutenant Hill presented 
Robinson with a “Roadwatch 100” coin.

From left: Staff Lieutenant Marvin Hill, Mike 
Hathaway, Don Robinson and Cathy Spencer, all of 
YRC, and Retired Sergeant Eli Rivera.
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Canfield Post
The Canfield Post 

partners with Lamar 
Signs. The January 
Billboard message was 
“Working Hard to Keep 
Ohio Safe & Do Your 
Part, Drive SMART!”

 The Traffic Records Coordinating Committee 
(TRCC) and Chairperson Captain Robin Schmutz said 
goodbye to Co-Chair Eram Kennedy at its December 6 
meeting. Kennedy served as the Co-Chair of the TRCC 
since 2011. Jamie Doskocil will take over as the Co-
Chair. 

The meeting also featured the annual gathering of the 
TRCC’s Executive Council. The Executive Council was 
represented by Director Born of the Ohio Department 
of Public Safety, Director Wray of the Ohio Department 
of Transportation, Administrative Director Buenger of 
Supreme Court of Ohio, and Chairman Haque of the 
Ohio Public Utilities Commission.

The Technical Council provided updates on several 
projects including the rollout of the Ohio Law 
Enforcement Information System (OLEIS), which 
will continue during 2017. OLEIS is provided free of 
charge to local law enforcement and provides electronic 
citation, crash, incident and call modules. The citation 
and crash modules are capable of sending information 
electronically to the Ohio Department of Public Safety 
and participating courts. As of December 2016, nine 
agencies were actively using the citation module and 

189 agencies were actively using the crash module. The 
project’s goal is to increase the number of electronically 
submitted crash reports and citations, which have been 
shown to be more timely and accurate.

Feedback from current OLEIS users has been positive 
and many more agencies and courts are due to come 
online over the next few months. To help local agencies 
with the transition to electronic citations, the TRCC 
used grant funds to purchase in-car printers. Many 
thanks to the district posts who have helped spread the 
word and provide demonstrations to their local partners.

GHQ
 On December 14, 2016, Major McGinty, of Field 

Operations, presented Motor Carrier Enforcement 
Manager James Feddern with a certificate of recognition 
for 35 years of dedicated service.

Traffic Records Coordinating Committee

Flying Wheel 25



OSHP RETIREMENTS

Joseph M. Dragovich
Staff Lieutenant Joseph M. 

Dragovich, Warren District 
Headquarters, retired on 
December 9, 2016, after 
nearly 24 years with the 
Patrol. He joined the Patrol 
in January 1993 as a member 
of the 124th Academy Class. 
He earned his commission 
in June of that year and was 
assigned to the Warren Post, 
where he was selected as Post Trooper of the Year in 1997.

In 1998, he was promoted to the rank of sergeant and 
remained at the Warren Post to serve as an assistant post 
commander. In 2004, he transferred to the Lisbon Post. 
In 2005, he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant and 
transferred to the Warren Post to serve as post commander. 
In 2010, he returned to the Lisbon Post. In 2015, he was 
promoted to the rank of staff lieutenant and transferred to 
the Findlay District Headquarters to serve as an assistant 
district commander. In 2016, he transferred to his most 
recent assignment at Warren District Headquarters.

Staff Lieutenant Dragovich earned an Associate of Arts 
in Business degree in accounting from Youngstown State 
University in 1986. He completed training at Northwestern 
University’s School of Police Staff and Command in 2005. 
He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in criminal justice 
from Kaplan University in 2010.

William Weirtz
Staff Lieutenant William 

Weirtz, Cleveland District, 
Turnpike Operations, retired 
on December 30, 2016, after 
26 years with the Patrol. He 
joined the Patrol in May 1990 
as a member of the 120th 
Academy Class. He received 
his commission in November 
of that year and was assigned 
to the New Philadelphia Post, 
where he was selected as Post Trooper of the Year in 1997.

In 2001, he was promoted to the rank of sergeant and 
transferred to the Marietta Post to serve as an assistant 
post commander. As a sergeant, he also served at the New 
Philadelphia and Canton Posts.

In 2009, he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant and 
transferred to the Hiram Post to serve as post commander. 
In 2011, he returned to the Canton Post. In 2014, he was 
promoted to the rank of staff lieutenant and transferred to 
Cleveland District, Turnpike Operations.

Staff Lieutenant Weirtz earned an Associate of Arts 
degree in business administration from Kent State 
University in 1997 and a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
management from Malone University in 2006. He 

completed the Public Safety Leadership Academy in 2013. 
He earned a Master’s degree in organizational leadership 
from Malone University in 2015.

Harold R. Torrens
Cincinnati Agent-in-

Charge Harold R. Torrens 
retired on December 30, 
2016, after more than 26 
years of service with the 
Ohio Investigative Unit. 
AIC Torrens began in 
August 1990, when the 
agency was called the Ohio 
Department of Liquor 
Control, and was assigned 
to the Cincinnati District Office as an enforcement agent. 
Torrens was promoted to Assistant Agent-in-Charge in 
2003 and assigned to the Cincinnati District Office. In June 
2013, Torrens was promoted to Agent-in-Charge of the 
Cincinnati Office. 

Torrens completed Hocking Technical College’s Basic 
Peace Officer’s Academy in 1990. He received his bachelor’s 
degree in 1988 in criminal justice and received a Master’s 
of Science in 1990 in police administration, both from 
Eastern Kentucky University. In 2004, Torrens completed 
the 111th Administrative Officers Course at the Southern 
Police Institute at the University of Louisville. In 2016, 
Torrens completed his coursework for the doctoral 
candidate program with Capella University in Public Safety 
Leadership. 

Torrens received the 2001 Liquor Enforcement Officer 
of the Year Award and also the Hamilton County Officer of 
the Year.

Gregory S. Blake
Sergeant Gregory S. 

Blake, Cleveland District 
Investigations, retired on 
January 20, 2017, after nearly 
30 years with the Patrol. He 
joined the Patrol in April 
1987 as a member of the 
116th Academy Class.

He earned his commission 
in September of that year and 
was assigned to the Bucyrus 
Post. In 1989, he transferred to the Ravenna Post. In 1992, 
he transferred to Cleveland Operations. He was selected as 
Post Trooper of the Year in 1994.

In 2007, he was promoted to the rank of sergeant and 
remained at Cleveland Operations. As a sergeant, he has 
also served at Cleveland District Investigations, Cleveland 
Post, and Warren District Investigations.

Sergeant Blake served in the Air Force from 1981 to 1986.
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Andrew J. Janu
Sergeant Andrew Janu, 

Chardon Post, retired on 
July 9, 2016, after more than 
26 years of service with the 
Patrol. He joined the Patrol 
in May 1990 as member of 
the 120th Academy Class. 
He earned his commission in 
November of that year and 
was assigned to the Chardon 
Post. He was promoted to 
sergeant in August 1998 and remained at the Chardon Post.

Dean W. Laubacher
Sergeant Dean W. 

Laubacher, Findlay District 
Criminal Patrol, retired on 
October 31, 2016, after 29 
years with the Patrol. He 
joined the Patrol in September 
1987 as a cadet dispatcher 
assigned to the Lisbon Post. 
He became a member of 
the 119th Academy Class 
in January 1990. He earned 
his commission in June of that year and was assigned to the 
Findlay Post. He earned the Ace Award for excellence in 
auto larceny enforcement in 1991, 1992 and 1997. In 1995, 
he transferred to the Lima Post. He was selected as Post 
Trooper of the Year in 1997 and 1998. He was promoted 
to the rank of sergeant and returned to the Findlay Post to 
serve as an assistant post commander in 1998. He earned 
the Certificate of Recognition in 2000, 2001 and 2002. He 
also earned two Criminal Patrol Awards in 2000. In 2001, 
he transferred to the Findlay District Headquarters. He also 
served at the Bowling Green, Fremont and Lima posts, as 
well as Findlay District Criminal Patrol. 

He completed advanced leadership training at 
Northwestern University’s School of Police Staff and 
Command in 2006.

Eleazar E. Rivera
Sergeant Eleazar E. 

Rivera, Cleveland District 
Commercial Enforcement 
Unit, retired on December 23, 
2016, after 26 years with the 
Patrol. He joined the Patrol 
in May 1990 as a member of 
the 120th Academy Class. 
He earned his commission 
in November of that year 
and was assigned to the 
former Akron Post. In 1997, he transferred to the Canton 

Post. He also served as a trooper at the Medina Post in 
2001 and transferred to the Canton Post in 2008. In 2009, 
he served as a sergeant at Cleveland District Commercial 
Enforcement Units. 

He also served in the Army from 1986 to 1994.

James V. Slusher, Jr.
Sergeant James V. Slusher, 

Jr., Xenia Post, retired on 
November 17, 2016, after 
27 years with the Patrol. 
He began his Patrol career 
in May 1989 as a cadet 
dispatcher assigned to the 
Findlay Post. He began 
training as a member of the 
119th Academy Class in 
January 1990.

He earned his commission in June of that year and was 
assigned to the Bellefontaine Post. As a trooper, he has 
served at the Eaton and Wilmington Posts and Wilmington 
District Office of Investigative Services. In 2012, he was 
promoted to the rank of sergeant and transferred to the 
Springfield Post to serve as an assistant post commander. 
In 2013, he transferred to his most recent assignment at the 
Xenia Post.

Sergeant Slusher served in the Army National Guard 
Reserve from 1986 to 1992.

Larry R. Bowman
Trooper Larry R. Bowman 

of Capitol Operations 
enter disability retirement 
on October 19, 2016, after 
16 years with the Patrol. 
He joined the Patrol in 
September 2000 as a member 
of the 136th Academy Class. 
He earned his commission 
in March of the following 
year and was assigned to the 
Granville Post.

In 2003, he earned the Ace Award for excellence in 
auto larceny enforcement. In 2010, he transferred to the 
Office of Criminal Investigations to serve as a plainclothes 
investigator. In 2011, he transferred to Columbus District 
Headquarters. In 2014, he transferred to Columbus District 
Investigations. In 2015, he returned to the Granville Post. In 
April 2016, he transferred to his most recent assignment at 
Capitol Operations. 

Trooper Larry R. Bowman completed training at 
Northwestern University’s School of Police Staff and 
Command in 2009. He served in the Marines from 1987 
through 1991. He also served in the Marine Reserves from 
2007 through 2015.
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Ricky A. Brown
Trooper Ricky A. Brown, 

Jackson Post, retired on 
November 28, 2016, after 
31 years with the Patrol. He 
joined the Patrol in April 
1985 as a member of the 
114th Academy Class. He 
earned his commission in 
September of that year and 
was assigned to the Jackson 
Post. He was selected as 
Post Trooper of the Year in 1990. He was selected as 
Post and District Trooper of the Year in 1992. In 1994, 
he transferred to the Gallipolis Post, where he was again 
selected as Post Trooper of the Year in 1995. In 1997, he 
transferred to the Jackson District Criminal Investigations. 
In 2006, he transferred to the Jackson District Commercial 
Enforcement Unit. In 2016, he returned to his most recent 
assignment at the Jackson Post.

Michael A. Click
Trooper Michael A. Click, 

Batavia Post, retired on 
December 9, 2016, after 34 
years with the Patrol. He 
joined the Patrol in March 
1982 as a cadet dispatcher 
assigned to the Dayton Post. 
He became a member of 
the 112th Academy Class in 
November 1982. He earned 
his commission in March of 
the following year and was assigned to the Georgetown Post, 
where he was selected as Post Trooper of the Year in 1986. 
In 1992, he transferred to the Batavia Post. In 1999, he 
returned to the Georgetown Post and in 2000, he transferred 
to Wilmington District Commercial Enforcement Unit. 
In 2016, he returned to his most recent assignment at the 
Batavia Post.

Shane A. Edwards
Trooper Shane A. Edwards, 

Toledo Post, retired on 
December 23, 2016, after 
22 years with the Patrol. He 
joined the Patrol in February 
1994 as a member of the 
126th Academy Class. He 
earned his commission in 
July of that year and was 
assigned to the Lima Post. As 
a trooper, he has served at the 
Swanton Post, Findlay District Commercial Enforcement 

Unit and the Toledo and Bowling Green Posts. He earned 
the Certificate of Recognition four times in 1998.

Kurt A. Kelley
Trooper Kurt A. Kelley, 

St. Clairsville Post, retired 
on November 25, 2016, after 
25 years with the Patrol. He 
joined the Patrol in May 1991 
as a member of the 121st 
Academy Class. He earned 
his commission in November 
of that year and was assigned 
to the Mansfield Post. 

In 1992, he transferred 
to the Steubenville Post, where he was selected as Post 
Trooper of the Year in 1994. In 2000, he transferred to the 
Cambridge District Criminal Patrol. In 2014, he transferred 
to his most recent assignment at the St. Clairsville Post.

Kent J. Stambaugh
Trooper Kent J. Stambaugh, 

Findlay District Criminal 
Investigations, retired on 
December 22, 2016, after 
28 years with the Patrol. He 
joined the Patrol in March 
1988 as a member of the 
117th Academy Class. He 
earned his commission in 
September of that year and 
was assigned to the Defiance 
Post. In 1990, he transferred to the Bowling Green Post, 
where he was selected as Post Trooper of the Year in 1994 
and was awarded a Blue Max Certificate of Recognition. 
In 1997, he transferred to the Findlay District Office of 
Criminal Investigations. 

In 2002, he was placed on special assignment with the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation Joint Terrorism Task Force 
in Toledo, Ohio. In 2008, he was recognized for his efforts 
and participation on the Task Force in the arrests of three 
subjects on International Terrorism Charges. In 2013, he 
returned to his most recent assignment at the Findlay 
District Office of Criminal Investigations and was awarded 
the District Trooper Recognition Award the same year. In 
2016, he received a Certificate of Recognition for his service 
in conjunction with the Executive Protection Unit during 
the 2016 Presidential Campaign.
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Richard P. Wells
Trooper Richard P. Wells, 

of the Cambridge District 
Criminal Investigations Post, 
retired on November 25, 
2016, after 31 years with the 
Patrol. He joined the Patrol in 
October of 1985 as a member 
of the 115th Academy Class. 
He earned his commission in 
March of the following year 
and was assigned to the New 
Philadelphia Post.

In 1994, he transferred to the Akron Post where he served 
as a canine handler. In 1997, he transferred to Cleveland 
District Investigations. In 2000, he was the District Trooper 
Recognition Award winner. In 2008, he was the State 
Trooper Recognition Award winner. In 2008, he transferred 
to the Public Corruption Task Force. He transferred to his 
most recent assignment at the Cambridge District Criminal 
Investigations in 2013. 

Trooper Wells earned a bachelor's degree and an 

associate's degree in criminal justice from Kent State 
University in 1992 and 1993. He served in the Army 
National Guard from 1980 through 1986.

John K. Elliott
Motor Vehicle Inspector 

John K. Elliott, Wilmington 
District Commercial 
Enforcement Unit, retired 
on December 30, 2016, after 
30 years of state service. 
He began his state service 
in April 1986 at the Ohio 
Veterans Children’s Home in 
Xenia.

Following its closing 
in 1995, he began working at Wilmington District 
Headquarters as a maintenance repair worker. In 2004, he 
was promoted to motor vehicle inspector and transferred 
to his most recent assignment at Wilmington Commercial 
Enforcement unit. 

Information Technologist 2 Marc David Smith, age 57, of Westerville, passed away February 
4 after a long series of illnesses. He was employed by the Ohio State Highway Patrol since 
October 2005. Smith was assigned to the LEADS section, working third shift throughout his 
state service.

Smith graduated from Franklin University with bachelor's degrees in management 
information systems and also engineering. He graduated from Teays Valley High School and 
also earned the Boy Scouts highest honor of Eagle Scout.

Smith is survived by his sister Marla Locke, brother-in-law Kevin, nephew Spencer and 
niece Makenna.

Marc David Smith
OSHP IN MEMORIAM
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Part of the process of aging is perfecting the speech which 
begins with the statement: "When I was your age..." I confess 
that I am guilty of this sign of maturity but attempt very hard to 
keep reflections in mind rather than expressed verbally. Vivid is 
the memory of struggling through a foot of snow on an uphill 
walk of about a mile to school in the challenging winter weather 
of Cleveland, but the grandchildren just smile as they climb into a 
heated car to ride comfortably to school on bare roads. Nothing is 
accomplished by my sad tale to them.

But sometimes an experience one has had in the past can serve 
as a lesson for the present. My motorcycle trip to Camp San Luis 
Obispo in California brought back memories of our amphibious 
training. The day would begin with the boarding of a ship, which 
would put out to sea for the proper training distance. Then, in 
various sea conditions, we would take our weapons and climb down 
the rope netting into the bouncing landing craft. There would come 
that point in time when we would have to let go of the rope and 
grab the side of the landing craft. If not done in the correct way 
and at the correct time, one might lose his weapon (hard to justify 
to the commanding officer) or worse yet, find himself immersed 
in the cold water, and I do not remember wearing a life jacket for 
this training. It was a matter of learning when and how to let go in 
order to grab on.

It seems to me that this a lesson we all need to learn. As we journey 
through life, there are situations which can, if we permit, keep us 
from experiencing the fullness of life in the present moment. There 
are the questions of "what if" and "if only," and "I could haves" and 
the "I should haves" that tend to haunt us and sometimes paralyze us. 
There are the situations in life where either a decision we made or a 
situation in which we found ourselves resulted in tragic circumstances. 
Sometimes we may have made a bad decision; sometimes we are the 
victim of decisions made by others. But the truth is that no great wave 
on the ocean of time can ever be recalled. We need to let go, pick 
ourselves up and be ready for the next wave.

The prophet Isaiah spoke to the people of Israel as they were 
regrouping after 70 years in captivity. He declared the word of God 
to be: "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I 
am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?" 
(Isaiah 43:18,19). Let go of the negative and grab on to the positive.

Paul, who had persecuted the early Christians, had to let go of the 
guilt for what he had done when he became a Christian himself. He 
wrote: "Forgetting what is behind and straining toward is ahead, I 
press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called 
me..." (Philippians 3:13,14). Again, it is a matter of deciding to let 
go of what is holding us back or haunting us, and then grabbing on 
to the new opportunities which are presenting themselves.

But there is another side to the coin. Just as we are called to let go 
of the negative (hopefully having learned from any of our personal 
mistakes and forgiving those who hurt us), so we are called to let go 
of our successes and not sit down to glow in any accolades or victories. 
Pause to celebrate and then let go of the accomplishment in order to 
press forward to make tomorrow better and safer than it is today.

The call is not to sit down in the shade of the tree to lick our 
wounds or rejoice over our accomplishments. The call is loud and 
clear to let go of anything which would inhibit us from pressing 
forward, putting service above self, and then setting a challenging 
example for those who follow us, always making tomorrow better 
than today.
Respectfully,

Richard D. Ellsworth 
State Chaplain
P.S., Phil and I regret the move our colleague Kelly is making, as he has 
accepted a call to a church in Atlanta. We, like everyone else in the Patrol 
family, will miss him. Our prayers are with him. He will do well and we 
are now blessed with a "coffee stop" on our trip to Florida.

Chaplain’s Comments
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John R. Kasich
Governor, State of Ohio

John Born
Director, Department of Public Safety

Colonel Paul A. Pride
Superintendent, Ohio State Highway Patrol
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